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POLREP #2 RESTART

JOSEPH SMITH & SONS SITE

2001 KENILWORTH AVENUE

BEAVER HEIGHTS, PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY, MARYLAND
ATTN: RRC AND CHARLIE KLEEMAN

EVENT: EMERGENCY RESPONSE

T SITUATION: (THURSDAY, 14 MAY 1998, 2300 HOURS)

A.
ot

B.
C:

ON 14 MAY 1998 AT 1330 HOURS, DUTY OFFICER NOTIFIED

SATA OF A SUSPECTED OIL RELEASE AT THE JOSEPH SMITH & ™
SONS_SALVAGE_YARD IN BEAVER HEIGHTS, MARYLAND. AMTRAK
REPORTED WATER WAS FLOWING ACROSS THE SITE, PICKING UP
OIL, AND FLOWING OVER AMTRAK RAIL LINES AND DISCHARGING <
INTO THE BEAVERDAM CREEK.

WEATHER: SUNNY, TEMPERATURES IN THE MID 70s.

PERSONNEL ON-SCENE: EPA-1, SATA-2.

II. ACTIONS TAKEN:

A.

D.

OSC AND SATA ARRIVED AT THE SITE AT 1730 HOURS. SITE
EMPLOYEE RODNEY WOTRING GAVE PERMISSION FOR SITE
ACCESS. OWNER PAUL SMITH ARRIVED ONSITE AT 1830 HOURS,
AND INFORMED OSC THAT A SEWER OVERFLOW WAS RESPONSIBLE ¥
FOR THE STANDING WATER AROUND THE AMTRAK LINES. SATA
COLLECTED LIQUID FROM A SUSPECTED AREA TO SEE IF A
LAYER WOULD FORM, TEST WAS NEGATIVE. SATA WIPED SEVERAL
AREAS WITH A PIECE OF SORBENT PAD AND OBSERVED NO
SHEEN.

0SC, SATA, AND OWNER WALKED APPROXIMATELY ONE-HALF
MILES OF RAIL LINE, NORTH OF THE SITE, AND INSPECTED
STANDING WATER. ALL INDICATIONS WERE THAT THE WATER
WAS CONTAMINATED WITH SEWAGE.

OSC, SATA, AND OWNER WALKED THROUGH THE SALVAGE YARD,
AND INSPECTED THE CREEK TO THE SOUTH OF THE SALVAGE
YARD. NO EVIDENCE OF ANY OIL IN THE CREEK WAS FOUND.
OSC AND SATA OFFSITE AT 2000 HOURS.

III. FUTURE ACTIONS:

A.
B.

OSC TO COORDINATE WITH AMTRAK REPRESENTATIVE.
NO FURTHER ACTION IS ANTICIPATED BY EPA AT THIS TIME.

ROBERT KELLY, 0OSC
US EPA, REGION III
PHILADELPHIA, PA
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